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VIVID GLIMPSES OF THE LONDON UNDERWORLD
Remarkable Book by a Police Court

Missionary, Which Deals With Life
in Terms of Life Misery, Degrada-
tion, Ignorance, Virtues and Industry
of the Slum People Described and
Remedies Discussed
By HERMAN BERNSTEIN.

London, May 1.
man In London Knows tne

of the underworld of thisN: city btter than Thomas
Holmes, and no man has n

twr svmpathy with those who fall
hv th" wayside. For upward of a quar-

ter of a century Mr. Holmes hns been a
Pnllee court missionary and his Intimate
knnwledae "f what are commonly called

iv rt'sraded and criminal classes leads
him i" 'he conclusion that It Is not
pe.lble to standardize men.

Mr Holmes believes that there Is no
fppcl.il criminal type. Itc does not h

any Importance to the various
phools of psychologists that attempt to
hy down rules as to how to detect the
criminal by his physical conformation

'
or by the convolutions of his brain,
tn a talk 1 had with Mr. Holmes this
morning he said that after years of
elnf observation, during which he had
f..'m"d many friendships with crlm- - i

ln.ii", he had come to the opinion that.
physically, he has found no evidence
tbat a criminal type exists.

"In saying this," remarked Mr,
Holme. "I know that I shall run
counter to the teachings of a good
many people and probably nlso to pub-
lic opinion. For the criminal class and
Ihe criminal typo have been written
shout so largely and talked about so
frequently that the majority of people
have come to the conclusion that our
criminals come from a particular order
pf society, and that the poorest; or
that there exlts a type of people whose
rhyslcal appearance gives i.utward and
Mble signs that proclaim the Inward

criminal mind.
"I believe both these Ideas to be

entirely wrong. 1 was confirmed In my
nplnlon nbnut two years ngo when I

lslted the largest prisons In the United
Plates, for I found there, as I have
found In F.ngland, a complete absence
among prisoners of those physical and
laclal peculiarities that we nre taught
to believe differentiate criminals from
ordinary citizens."

Mr. Holmes visited the United States
In 1910 as a delegate to the Prison
Congress, held In Washington, and dur-
ing his stay In America lie studied the
condition- - of the prisons there. Speak-
ing of American prisons, he said:

duties

again

"Some of your prisons are much too
outcasts. Othersgood and some of them too bad c"r m n Industrious,to be of anv use n way of reform- -

,nhp holding their own with re-A- s
what Is known as class.

nble men. they werea new country America should have
t... ,i v,,, i ,,. less.

ITlHlltU l' mil rA.vu.lui.-.- , .,1. . .,,

seen no evidence of Improvements In
this direction In a new land, born In
recent years, we would naturally expect
that some of the mistakes we have
would be avoided Hut you go on
tendering there even worse than we
A "

'n New York Mr. Holmes lived about
two weeks on the Fast Hide.

' '.

1'ne dividing the Fast fcldo from the
Vv- -t Side Is very distinct." said Mr.

"Fifth avenue divides It. The
' wr Hast Side Is In certain respects
e n worse thnn the Fast Knd of Lon-
don with nil Its filth nnd squalor, for
thr you have practically no play-sr- r

mds for the children.
"Rut New York has a physical ad-

vantage over London. lletng sur-

rounded by water New York has more
fresh air, and though things appeared
tf me to l.e In quite bad shape In the
f ingested quarters of New York, I think

e fresh air will them"
f the Jewish population In the Fast

Knd of London Mr. Holmes said:
t want to reclster a protest against

the Assumption that an Influx of a Jew- -

I'h population here means crime nnd
In all my experience as a

tn e rourt missionary for twenty-fiv- e

.fir very few of the Jewish raco came
ndr n' sphere of Influence, and In my

.f course there Is no such thing
n difference of race or creed. I enn-- i

lir their comparative freedom from
r'vr.e nd their very small demand upon

ariMhie institutions most remark- -

rS e

ur conversation turned to the
wrcm' movement In England. Mr.
H"'.rne said:

"I'ersnnally I am In favor of votes for
women hut I do not think that the
i'nera: condition of women will
murh improved hy the suffrage. In the
'"iiri-- of my experience I have ob-tr- d

that women are harder on
'"mm than men are, they are more
rr.r,rloiiR in their Judgment of women,
nil thev think they can size up other
'"men more accurately than men; but
!!. fchnw less sympathy for the so--- a'

" degraded women. We have been
V'tk'ng fnr fifteen years to help, as far
i.t p. soK.e. the unfortunate women In
'end. n we hnve been writing and
Mllng meetings, wo have established
art. is institutions for that purpose,.

nnd vet we have received no assistance .

er en svmpathy from the women who
r. in the movement for
i r'Shts for women.

1 feir that when women
in. rlchts they will for a long time

lie handicapped by ex- - ,

'k e inve of royalty and the nrlstoc- -
raev hV the glamour of rank and by

In,ience nf the clergy upon them.
M' Holmes has Just published n work ,

"n I'ndon's Underworld." It Is an
'""I" 'r.ed account of his experlencen

.(, tn pnor nnd the It
l I'untes "Inferno" brought up to date

' rk more fascinating than any
r.' ' to day, for It deals with life
' "" -- I life. Mr. Holmes has seen

.' lerworld with open eyes and he
'

iM.icts It with great sympathy.
nf comedies and the trag- -

"J" Mces nnd the virtues, and
U. .ew 0, ,he underworld as they ;

r..,,i before u ..... .v,.' ' llllll llll I IK ..u.k.
tnvn r.; royalty and the nrlstne- -

twa five years, F.xtracts follow:

"J"1"", odds nnd ends of humanity,
PlenUfnl In London's great city, have
for many years largely constituted my
cirel of friends and acquaintances.

i

They lire strange people, for each of
thfm Ik, or was, possessed of some dom-
inating vice, passion, whim or weak-
ness which made him Incapable of ful-
filling the ordinary of respect-abl- e

clttzenithlp.
They had all descended from the Up-

per World, to live out strange Uvea
or die early drathn In the mysterious,
hut all pervading world below the line.

Some of them I paw an It were for
a moment only; suddenly out of the
darkness thry burst upon me; suddenly
th? darkness received them out
of my sight.

But our acquaintance was of suffi-
cient duration to allow me to acquire
some knowledge and to gain some ex

much wpr" were Intelligent,
,he qu to ca-In- g

"fthe criminal still help- -

made

save

be

attain,
"3

their

in- degraded,

the

cwiie

so
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perience of lives more than strange
and of characters far removed from
the ordinary.

nut over one and all of my friends
hung a great mystery, a mystery that
nlways puzzled and sometimes para-
lyzed me, a mystery that always set
me to thinking.

Now many of my friends were de-

cent Bnd goodhcarted fellows; yet they

Others were fastidiously honest In
some things, yet they were persistent '

rogue who could not see the wrong or
folly nf dishonesty, many of them were
clearheaded In ninety-nin- e directions,
but In tln hundredth they were mud-
dled. If not mentally blind.

Others had known and appreciated
the comforts of refined life, yet they
were happy and content amid the hor- - ,

ror and dirt of a common lodging house'
Why was It that these fellows failed
nnd were content to fall In life?

What Is that little undiscovered some.
thing thnt determines their lives nnd
drives them from respectable society?

What compensations do they get for
alt the suffering and privations they
undergo? I don't know! 1 wish that
1 did! Hut these things 1 have never
been able to discover

I am persuaded that weakness Is
more disastrous to the world than nh-- I
solute wickedness, for nothing In the
whole or my lire's experience has taken
more out of mo and given me so much
heart breaking disappointment ns my
continued efforts on behalf of renlly
well intenth.ned Individuals who could
not stand alone owing to their lack of
grit and moral backbone. For redemp- -

tlve purposes I would rather have to
deal with a big sinner than with a
human Jellyfish, n flabby man who does
no great wrong, but on the other hand
does not the slightest good.

Drunkenness, debauchery, crime and
Ignorance are never absent In London's
great underworld, and In It men and
women grown old In sin and crime
spend their last evil days. The whining
voice of the professional mendicant Is
ever heard In Its streets, for Its pov-
erty stricken Inhabitants readily re-

spond to every appeal for help.
flo It Is full of contrasts; for ever-

lasting toll goes on, and the hum of
Industry ever resounds. Magnificent

Is continually exhibited and
self-denl- of no mean order Is the rule.

The prattle of little children and the
voice of mnternal love make sweet mu-

sic In Its doleful streets, nnd glorious
devotion dignifies and Illumines the
poorest homes.

Hut out of the purlieus of this nether-
world strange beings Issue when the
shades of evening fall.

Men whose hands nre against every
man come forth to deeds of crime, like
W,anB . !. ,U.l. na.n..t ... -.. -w . ..,,. r-

mc reatures, whose step lend down
tn h'"' ,0' fv"k th!r fnnlp P- -

The people of the underworld are not
BflUPamisn. t,1By te)k tref.y nd as a
mntpr of cmmw abmU f8 amJ dpath

rhlJdrpn oro at Mry agf mad8
li,quaintP1 w(,n both mysteries; a dead
chnd ftnd onB PWV born mpdm

a room wltJl other children,
Ppop0 tP m of tne ideness of the

underworld, and there Is plenty of It;
jlt wnHt nHtonshen me is the wonderful,
thf persistent hut almost unwearied toll
that is unceasingly going on, in which
even infants sham

-

In this Bastile the passages are very
narrow, and our shoulders sometimes

h the slimy moisture from the walls,
n "very landing n the semi-darkne-

and
w P7 """ul?? AJ.children born in this
Hastile are gasping for air through iron
bars.

There are three hundred suites of box
rooms in this Bastlle, which means that
three hundred families live like ante in
it. Let us enter No. 2M. Time, 8:80

P'd

Free rnil. for t"be bacby

cannot easily climb up and down the
stone stairs of the Il.istile So she -- im
everlastinglv at the boxe-- ; tln liwU ar"
covered with them, the floor is rovenil
with them and the air is thick with un-

pleasant moisture.
One, two, three, four, there they go over

her shoulder to tln bed or floor: on the
other sll of the table siw a child of 4

who, with nil the apathy of an adult if
not with equal celerity, gums or wim
the labels for hi mother The work tiiu- -t

be "got in," nnd th" child has been kept
nt homo to take his share in the fnmilv
toil.

In this Hatile the children of the under
, . . . .... .if I I ; I I - I. -- .. '

.". ...."... - "Z richesti h.irveMt .Sever mind, the
f t.n,i ia r.r .
' ........ i

others. Here women work and starve.
f"d "

i ;lorl7s(c
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tho wicked, the vile, the outcast and the
thief find sanctuary

The strango mixture of it all bewilders
me, fasolnates me, horrifies me, and yet
sometimes it encourages me and almost
inspires me. For I see that suffering
humanityr possesses in no min degreo
thoBe three great qualities, patience.
fortitude and endurance

I suppose that if th four children, all
over eight years of age, belonging to a
widow machinist well known to me, had
died their death would have been attri-
buted to "natural causes " She had dined
them upon one pennyworth of stewed
tapioca without either sugar or milk,
Sometimes th" children had returned
to school without even that inult to their
craving stomachs Hut "natural causes"
is the euphonious name given by intelll-gen- t

Juries to starvation when Inquesta1
aro held in the underworld.

Herein is n mvsterv; in the land of
plenty, whose granaries, depots, war"-- ,
houses are full to repletion, and whoso
countless ships are traversing every
ocean, bringing the food and fruits of
the earth to its shores, starvation is
held to bo a natural cause of death.

The mor I know of these women and
their circumstances th" more and still
more I am amazed, How they manage
to live at all is a puzzle, but they do llvo
and hang on to life like grim death itself,
I believe I should long for death were I

placed under similar conditions to thoso
my underworld friends Mistain without
much complaining.

'

Look ngain; here is a shabby genteel
man who lives by his wits Ho Is fairly
educated and can write a plausible letter.
He is dangerous; his stock in trade com-
prises local directories, "Who's Who." an-

nual reports of charitable societies,
clergymen's lists, Ac H is a begging
letter writer and moves from iorigmg
house to lodging house; h" writes letters
for any of the inmatea who have some
particular tale of woo to unfold or some
urgent appeal to make, and ho receives
the major part of the reauttont charity.

lie is drunken and bestial; he is a parasite
of tho worst description, for he preys
alike on the benevolent and upon the
poor wrotehos whone cause ho espouses.

He nssumes many namee, he changes
hf addresses adroitly and ticks off very
carefully the names and addresses of

lie has defrauded. In fact ho
i so clever and slippery that the police
anil th" Oluirity Organization Society
cannot locate him. So ho thrives, a typo
of many, for every one of Iindon's com-
mon lodging houses can provide us with
one or more such cunning rogues.

I am told that there are 400 largo com- -

mon lodging house In London, many of
. . ,7ip.'hle of holding several hundred

Lxlgers, which night nftor night aro
w collection of humanity.

!''1 hv cist a fatal spell upon all who
get accustomed to them

Few, very few, who have become ac
climatized over go back to settled home
life; for tho decencies, amenities and, --1.1 ...,. .11,,..,.,...

, , . . i

"' ,y ,s f"'1""""1,hft 'lff- - Moment r hAiionn
ny

I am an Englishman. I love liberty.
I must be free or die! I want to order
my own life, to control my own actions, ,

to run on my own lines; 1 would that all
men shntun have similar rights, nut
alas! it cannot be. Civilization claims and
enchains us; wo have to submit to its
discipline.and It Is well that it should bo
so. Wo do not, cannot live to ourselves
and for ourselves. Those days have long
passed and forever. Orderly life and
regular duties are good for us and neces-
sity for the well liemg of tho nation.

The more this host increases the weaker
tho nation becomes, and its existence may
ultimuloly became, not a sign of freedom
but a proof of national decay. For para-
sites thrive on weakly life, be It individual
or national. Ko while we have a profound
pity for the nomads let us express it with
a strong hand. They cannot care for
themselves in nny decent way. Let us
care for them and detain them in places
that will allow permanent detention and
segregation. And the resulte will bo sur-
prising, for prisons will be loss numerous,

moio

The women of the underworld be
divided into threo great classes: those

of their habits or mental
peculiarities ptofor to homeloss lives,
Secondly, those whom misfortune has de-

prived of settled homo Thirdly those
who, having settled llvo star-
vation point.

Should I be asked the birth and
parentage of these I reply that

' come from all classes. Born of

,

tramps and of decent clti.ens, born in
the slums and in villas, almost are working! One o clock, nnd thou-ever- y

rank and station contrlhut." Us sands are still at it! Two o'clock, the
quota to this class ol wild, hopeless
women.

Hut I pass on to the second class, tho-- e

who by misfortune have become sub-
merged. This too is n largo class, ami
a class morn worthy of sympathy and
consideration than the others, for among
them, In spite of misfortune nnd poverty,
there is a great ileal of womanliness and

misfortune, ill health, sor-
row, loss of money, position or friend;
circumstances over which they have
had but little or no control have con-
demned them to llvo in tho underworld.
Such women present a pitiful sight and

In Himoillf r.ml.1..,. They clini; to tip)
relics of their respectability with a pas-
sionate and they wait, hope,
starve and despair.

Now with Danto wo ar walking in
hell; ee, there is a form, half human
and animal, creeping toward us
with lewd look and suggestion. Yonder
is nn oiu nag tearful to look upon. Mere
u group of cnt off wives, whom th" law-ha- s

allowed outraged husbands t con
sign to perdition; but who, when
sober enough, come back to tli" upper
world and drag others down to share
their fat".

And th" Idle, the vicious, the lustful
and the criminal an- - too Hut
leave and get hack to th" ever
lasting workers, the sober and virtuous
women of whom hive told. Wh'it a
contrast is here presented' Drunkenness,
vice, bestiality and crime! Virtue, in-

dustry, honesty and con-
demned to live togetlierl Hut let us look
and li.'ten; we hear a voice speaking
to us.

I am quite sure that 1 am voicing th"
opinion of all who hive knowledge of
the underworld in which such women

and inspection, where uluoiuto cleanli-
ness and decenoy can be assured, lodg-
ing houses to which women in i'ieir hour
of sore need may turn with th" certainty

their will not bo de-

stroyed, Hut under tho present condi-
tions decent, women liuvu no chance of
retaining their decency or ivonvermg
their standing In social life.

Hut listen again as we stand in th"
land of crushed womanhood and blaiwng
childhood, We hear a gentle voice

"Mother, it is nearly t o'clock, the

workhouses, casual wards and asylums nro compelled to live when 1 say that the
less necessary, lazar houses with their great want in London and in all our large
pestilential breath will away andlown" is "uitabla and well managed
Kngland will bo happier, sweeter and lodging houses under municipal cont-- ol

free.
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Midnight, and thousands of women
sometimes

devotion,

w plow nieH-til- l at work! ItinnK liod.
th" childien are asleep. Three o clock

M ,th" machines cease to rattle and
in the land of crushed womanhood there
is silence if not peace.

Hut who is to pay? Shall we ultimately
evolve u people that roqulie no sleep,
that cannot sleep if they would? Is
crushed womanhood to produco human
automat io machines' Or is civilization
generally to pay the penalty for all this
grinding of human flesh and blood?

It was a hct day in June and ln com-
pany with a friend who wished to learn
something about tho lives of the very
poor I was visiting in tho worst quarter
of Kast liondon

As we moved from house to house the
thick air of within and the dirt within
nnd without were almost too much for
us Th" boilike rooms, the grime of the
men, women nnd children, combined
witii the filth in the streets and gutters,
inail" us sick and faint. We asked our-ndv-

whether it was iossil)e that any-
thing decent, virtuous or intelligent could
live under such conditions''

'Hie place was dignified by the nnmel
of a stieet, although in reality It was a.
Iilin alley, for a high wall closed one I

end of it It was very narrow, nnd while
paved in the unclean gutters !

frr.wsv women discussed domestlo or
iiinie exciting inat'ers with women on the
opposite firie

They discussed us too ns we passed and
audibly commented, though not favor-
ably, on our business. I had visited tho
street scores of times and consequently I

was well known Unfortunately my ad-

dress was also well known, for every little
ad of kindness that I ventured to do in
that street lrid been followed by a num-

ber of letter. from jealous
future to sav that from every house

save one I had received begging or un-

pleasant letters, f'ir jealousy of each
other's benefits was a marked chnracter-i-ti- c

nf that unclean street. As we en-

tered the house from which no letter had
been ree. ived wo heard a woman call to
her neighbor. "Thev are going to see tho
old slun aiaUer "

She w j correct in her surmise and right
triad we worn to make the old man's

not tint ho was very old,
Inn tin mi ,..) io a 1. aidon dmn may be1
considered old age lie rat in a WimNor
nnin hair m a very small kitchen, a win
liuwnt Ins luck roveuK'd tlmtabominution
of desolation, a Hethnal Ureen back yard i

He but as ho had sat for years, bent and

He told us that his forefather wore
Huguenots who fled from Franco and
settled ns silk weavers in Spitalfields. IIo
had been apprenticed to boot and shoo
making, his particular branch of work
having been boots nnd shoes for actresses
and operatic singers; that formerly ho
had earned good money, but the trade
declined ns he had grown older and now
for some years he had been crippled and
unable to work and dependent upon his
wife, who was a machinist.

There did not seem much room for
Imagination nnd poetry in his home and
life, but the following conversation took
place:

"It Is a very hard life for you sitting
month after month on that chair, unable
to do anything!"

It is hard; I do not know what I should
do lf j could not think."

"Oh, you think, do you? Well, thinking
is hard work. "

"Not to me; it is my pleasure and occu-

pation."
"What do you think about?"
"All sorts of things; what I have read

mostly."
"What have you read?"
"F.verythlng that I could get hold of --

novels, poetry, history and travel
"What novelist do you like best?"
The nnswer came, prompt und deci-

sive, "Pickens"
"Whv?"
He loved th poor; he shows a greater

M,,( in humanity than Thackeray
How do vou prove that?"

"Well, take Thackeray s 'Vanity Fair';
It is clever and satirical, hut there is
only one good character, and ho was a
fool; but in Dickens you come across
character after character that you can't
holp loving."

"Which of his books do you like best''"
"A Talo of Two Cities '"

"Whv'"
"Well, because- the French Revolution

always appeals to me, and secondly be-

cause I think the beBt bit or writing in
all his books is the description of Sydney
ciFinn'n ride on tho tumbrel to th'
guillotine,"

"Have you ever read Carlyle's 'French
Revolution'?"

"No "

" I will lend it to you
"If you do I will read It.

"How about pootry; what poets do
like?"

"The minor poets of 2na years ngo,
Merrick, Ciiuivhlll. Shcnr.tr.no and "thers "

"Whv do you like them?"
"Thev are in pretty, so easy to undr- -
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